
By email to: futurechippenham@wiltshire.gov.uk 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Re: Response to the Future Chippenham consultation 

I write on behalf of CAUSE and its membership, to express our unqualified opposition to the 

Chippenham HIF bid proposals for a distributor road which would require and enable 7,500 houses 

to be built in the countryside to the East and South of Chippenham.   

The road and the peripheral, large-scale, urban development that is required for its funding, would 

be immensely damaging to the character of Chippenham, as well as surrounding towns and villages.  

It would create far greater traffic congestion that it could possibly alleviate, and destroy much of 

what local people greatly value about living in Chippenham, with absolutely no guarantee of any 

future benefits for the town.  

The road, and associated development, would enable the destruction of much of the Avon and 

Marden Vale, removing high-quality farmland that will be needed by future generations, and 

destroying valuable natural capital and biodiversity in the process.  It would destroy an important 

carbon sink, and release huge quantities of carbon in the construction of two viaducts over the river 

Avon and Wiltshire-Berkshire Canal. It would also lock in many years of transport emissions as a 

result of the commuting and car-dependency that would result.  For further details in this regard, we 

would refer you to our consultation response to the Local Plan LINK. 

The process of consulting on road route options, before considering the public’s views on the 

number of houses and their locations, is deeply flawed, as is the on-line consultation form that 

doesn't allow for a ‘no road’ option.  It is our view that the HIF bid and so-called ‘Future 

Chippenham’ development process has been designed to severely constrain, if not predetermine, 

the Local Plan’s spatial strategy options for Chippenham, which would otherwise have been very 

different. 

The lack of public consultation, lack of transparency, and the ongoing lack of accountability for 

misleading our MP, local councillors and the public, including an on-going resistance to sharing 

information that is in the public interest, is frankly deplorable. 

Given the wholesale rejection of all the road options and any road to the East of Chippenham, by 

Chippenham Town Council, Calne Town Council and Bremhill Parish Council, and the complete lack 

of any remaining support for this scheme, we recommend the road proposals are immediately 

withdrawn, and what’s left of the £75m grant funding returned to the public purse for socially 

productive purposes. 

Please accept this letter as our formal response to the Future Chippenham Consultation, as the 

Consultation Form does not allow for the option of ‘no road at all’.  

Yours Sincerely, 

Steve Perry 

Chair, CAUSE (Campaign Against Urban Sprawl to the East (of Chippenham) 

(Contact address supplied) 
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